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Ecology 1

Mr. Trulssonôs7th Grade Science

Ecosystems, Communities, Populations

Biotic and Abiotic Factors

Habitats and Niches

Producers, Consumers, Decomposers

Warm-Up ïEcology 1

In the 6th grade, you learned about ecosystems.  

Can you answer these questions from the 6th

grade unit on ecology?

1. What is an ecosystem?  What are the two main 

categories of things that make up an ecosystem?

2. What are the populations and community within an 

ecosystem?

3. What is ecology and the biosphere?
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1. What is an ecosystem?  What are the two main 

categories of things that make up an ecosystem? 

An ecosystem is all of the living organisms that live 

in an area and the non-living features of the 

environment, like air, water and soil.

2. What are the populations and community within 

an ecosystem?  

A population is all of the individual organisms of a 

single species that lives in an area.  A species is a 

particular kind of organism, like a human or a cow.  

The community is all of the different populationsð

all life formsðthat live in an area.

Warm-Up ïEcology 1
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3. What is ecology and the biosphere?

Ecology is the study of interactions between 

different organisms and their environmentðthe 

study of ecosystems.  The biosphere is that part of 

Earth that supports life: the water that covers Earth, 

the air (atmosphere) that surrounds Earth, and the 

top portion of the Earthôs crust.

Guiding Questions ïEcology 1

1. What are the biotic and abiotic factors in an ecosystem? 

(p.559)

2. What is a habitat?  What does it provide to an organism 

living in it? (p.559)

3. What is a niche?  How is a niche different from a 

habitat?  (p.559)

4. What are the three energy roles that an organism can 

have in an ecosystem?  Describe where each gets the 

energy to live.  (pp.560-61)

5. What are herbivores, carnivores, omnivores and 

scavengers?  Give an example of each. (p.561)


