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Esteemed Parents and Guardians:

A belated welcome to the start of the 20689 academic year at Newman Smith High School. Our
AVisiond and A Missi oStudentddarnilgRhtiSc h is e \s é Tm@atdendidh

this goal and to respond to demands associated with preparing students to succeed in a competitive
college and global environment it is vital that alcapablelearners receive a curriculum of rigor
during their matriculation at Smith. Addi ti on
to set keen expectations for all learners. Keen expectations, rigor, relevance and enrollment in ad-
vanced courses not oCullyt latesiquopeal lsaeners th aollede Snd Be- fi
yond. Please note that NSHS is a caring but serious academic environment. Our Vision and Mis-
sion is to properly set an academic foundation that will allow all students to successfully transition
from high school to whatever their post secondary dreams may be. To accomplish this end | need
your help regarding the steps students must take in order to be successful academically at Smith.

e Please encourage your son or daughter to completemework. It is vital that you help
your child establish a regular study time each day. Please make certain that this is a
daily part of your studentoés weekl|ly routi
setting and discourage telephone calls, visitors, television, iPod use and other distrac-
tions during daily study time.

e Talk to your son or daughter about careers, college, and life after high school. Addi-
tionally, talk to your student about what he is learning at school. Ask questions. Lis-
ten to the answers. Ask your student to show examples of his class work (class notes,
writing assignments, graded homework assignments, etc.). If possible, provide a news
magazine or science magazine for your student to read. Please review Progress Re-
ports, Report Cards and schedule teacher conferences when questions arise.

e |tis vital that you encourage your son or daughter to take a challenging curriculum
that includes PreAdvanced Placement and Advanced Placement courses if possible.
Pl ease do not be alarmed regarding a few
because the important objective here is rigor and college preparation which is price-
less! | strongly recommend that capable seniors take AP in order to compete with
peers in the college admission process. Seniors should have admission applications
submitted to their top two colleges by December! Likewise capable freshmen must

ﬁ Newman Smith 2.« s

3 start thinking about college now. The competition is tough because college enroliment

4 is on the increase nationally. It is a standard expectation for capable sophomores and

i juniors to consider advanced courses.

i

‘. |l 6ve asked teachers to i mplement strategies th
grammar and writing skills in capable students

to moret disgtisnedt o better prepare them for stand

Simply, the academic bar has been raised at Smith. Please visit with your student regarding what
he must do to be successful at NSHS.

With Trojan Pride,

Principal Pouncy
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MORE NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL POUNCY...

Principal Pouncyds Parent Coffees

If you are the parent or guardian of a NSHS student you are invited to attend my month
parent coffees held at 6:45 a.m. in the Community Room at NSHS. At my monthly
coffees we discuss anything and everything about NSHS. This is an informal gathering
with great discussions and great coffee. Please drop by for a short visit and a cup whil
enroute to work. The dates are: September 15; September 29; October 20; December
February 9 and April 6.

Homework, Homework! _
At Newman Smith H.S. students receive homework. Teachers try not to overload &3
students because they are aware that many are involved in multiple activities. &%
However, please encourage students to complete and submit homework in a
timely manner. Failure to complete homework is the primary cause of freshmen
failing one or more classes at Smith.

Appropriate School Dress

Attention!é Boys with extremely fAsaggingo tr
undergarments will be sent home. Girls dressed inappropriately (excessive cleavage, short skirts,
will be sent home. Newman Smith High School is a formal academic setting. We want our student

Al ook good, feel good, and be good!o

PSAT

October 15" is PSAT Day. This test from the College Board is for Merit Scholarship and it can
determine a studentds score on the important

kids to earn a great score! To prepare for this test please have your student read science magazin
news magazines, textbooks etc. Also have your student visit with any of his core teachers for
additional suggestions regarding how to prepare for PSAT.

TAKS
Science, Mathematics, English and Reading are areas targeted for improvement in TAKS exams th
year. To help improve scores it is important for students to take notes in various classes. Please
provide your son or daughter with a spiral notebook or binder to help them organize cla
notes and activities. Students must take notes daily! Additionally ask you student to re
textbooks, class notes and news/science magazines. Please talk to teachers and get t
schedule of TAKS tutorials and insist that your student attend. If you have questions
regarding TAKS related tutorials please call me at 972-968-5220.

Failing Grade Reports
As an added safeguard | will attempt to call parents if their son or daughter is in danger of failing a
course. If you receive such a call at the 6 or 9 week periods please contact teachers ASAP.

Gifted/Talented Parent Meeting

A G/T Parent Meeting is scheduled for 6:30p.m.-7:30p.m., October 21, in NW117. The meeting,
conducted by Smith teachers, will provide parents an overview of the Gifted/Talented Program at
Smith. Additionally the meeting will allow parents the opportunity to involve themselves in
discussions and participate in a question/answer session regarding G/T issues.
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NEWS FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE
COLLEGE NIGHT for all CFB High Schools Thursday, September 25, 7 -9 P.M.
Ranchview High School will host this yeardés Coll ege Nigh

universities, as well as community colleges, technical schools, and military services, will talk with students and par-
ents about admission requirements, college majors, and financial aid. Seniors, juniors, sophomores, and their par-
ents are especially encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.

Other COLLEGE NIGHTS in our area. The COLLEGE NIGHT at Ranchview conflicts with a home football game.
Our students may attend any of these COLLEGE NIGHTS:

Sept.18 6-8 PM Coppell High School, 185 W Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX
Sept. 20 5-7 PM Richardson ISD, 701 W. Beltline, Richardson, TX

Sept. 23 6:30-8:30 PM  NorTex College Fair, UNT Coliseum, Denton, TX

Sept. 24 7-9 PM Irving ISD, 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, TX

LUNCH-TIME LAB in NE 139, every Tuesday beginning September 16

Seniors are urged to attend the Lunch-Time Lab during their lunch period on Tuesdays. Counselors will assist with
on-line SAT/ACT registration, college searches and applications, scholarship searches and applications, etc.

SAT and ACT

Four-year universities require SAT or ACT scores. Seniors should register now, preferably online. Juniors should
take SAT and / or ACT in the spring of their junior year, if they plan on applying to four-year universities in their sen-
ior year. Register online, if possible. Students should go to web sites for practice tests or pick up preparation mate-
rials in the Counseling Office. Do not wait until deadlines to register 0 you may not get NSHS as your test site.
Community colleges (ex: Brookhaven College) do not require SAT/ACT for application.

Test Dates Registration Deadlines
SAT (www.collegeboard.com) Oct. 4 Sept. 9
Nov. 1 Sept. 26
Dec. 6 Nov. 5
Jan. 24 Dec. 26
Mar. 14 Feb. 10
May 2 Mar. 31
June 6 May 5
ACT (www.actstudent.org) Sept. 13 Aug. 12
Oct. 25 Sept. 19
Dec. 13 Nov. 7
Feb. 7 Jan. 6
Apr. 4 Feb. 27
June 13 May 8

FEE WAIVERS for SAT and ACT

Fee waivers for ACT and SAT testing as well as for college application fees are available to students who participate
in the free or reduced lunch program or who meet other income criteria for eligibility. Waivers can be obtained from

the studentédés counselor and may be used once in the juni
used for stand-by or late registration testing. Colleges are not required to waive application fees for students who
took ACT or SAT with waivers, but will generally do so.

3



Volume 32, Issue 1 Trojan Tribune

[
TEXAS COMMON APPLICATION

Seniors need to begin applying to the colleges of their choice now. At the latest, we recommend that students

have their applications completed no later than December 1, 2008. Universities prefer online applications. Stu-
dents applying to public colleges and universities in Texas (as well as some private Texas schools) may complete the
Texas Common Application available online at applytexas.org. Students will be able to complete the application for
one school, send it, and then return to the site to modify the original application for subsequent submission to addi-
tional schools. It is important the students record their identification number assigned by the system in order to reuse
their original on-line application.

SENIOR PROFILE

A Senior Profile must be completed for students needing counselor/teacher recommendation
for certain private universities and some scholarships. \

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP  December 1, 2008 7:00 p.m. NW117

Kriston Compton from Texas A&M will explain the process of obtaining financial aid for colleged grants, scholarships,
work-study programs, and student loans. Juniors and seniors and parents are especially urged to attend.

TAKS RETESTS AND PREPARATION
The Exit -level TAKS Retest will be administered in October to those seniors who have not yet mastered any

portion of the exam or who may not have previously tested at the exit -level.
October 21 Exit level Language Arts (retest)
October 22 Exit level Math (retest)
October 23 Exit level Science (retest)
October 24 Exit level Social Studies (retest)

Students will be given information on after-school TAKS tutorials to be offered by NSHS and CFBISD. Also, on-line
tests and learning tutorials are offered at www.track.uttelecampus.org.

ASVAB - Tuesday, October 7, 2008

The Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery will be offered to juniors and seniors who need information about their
aptitudes and interests. The results of the ASVAB will assist the student in making college major and career choices.
There is no obligation to the military. Sign up in the Counseling Office.

PSAT PREP WORKSHOP FOR 10 ™ GRADE STUDENTS

P CFB is offering a workshop to prepare sophomore students for the PSAT (Preliminary
N\ S\\_ Scholastic Aptitude Test) which will be given to all sophomores and juniors on October
:& 15. The PSAT provides students with practice for the SAT. The PSAT given during the
junior year also determines eligibility for National Merit Scholarship competitions. The
PSAT workshop will be held at the Technology and Learning Center, 2427 Carrick St.,
Farmers Branch, TX 75234, on Saturday, Sept. 20 from 8:30 A.M. 7 3:30 P.M. Registra-
tion form is in the Counseling Office. Cost is $20. The first 150 applicants district-wide
will be accepted. Registration questions should be directed to Ruthe Houser at 972-968-
4372.
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PROGRESS REPORTS and REPORT CARDS
Mar k your calendar and | ook at your <childés reports
Sept. 18 Progress Report (1% three weeks)
Oct. 9 Progress Report (Great Texas Pick -Up, 51 7 P.M. Meet teachers!!!)
Nov. 6 Report Card (1% nine weeks)
Dec, 4 Progress Report (1% three weeks)
Dec. 19 Progress Report (2™ three weeks)
Jan. 22 Report Card (1% semester report cardd handed out in CAP Advisory)
Feb. 12 Progress Report (1* three weeks)
Mar. 5 Progress Report (Great Texas Pick -Up, 51 7 P.M. Meet teachers!!!)
Apr. 9 Report card (3" nine weeks)
Apr. 30 Progress Report (1% three weeks)
May 21 Progress Report (2™ three weeks)
June, 2008 End-of-year report card to be mailed home around June 10.

NSHS COUNSELORS

Ai Da M. Jan Seyler 972-968-5203 seylerm@cfbisd.edu
De1 Ho Colleen Centera 972-968-5204 centerac@cfbisd.edu
Hu1 Mi Judy Panneck 972-968-5226 panneckj@cfbisd.edu
Moi R Debra Cox 972-968-5227 coxde@cfbisd.edu

SV Z Anne Michael 972-968-5228 michaela@cfbisd.edu

Principal Poundgy6s —Rar-enit—Co+fee

¢ For Parents & Guardians of NSHS Students ATTENTION PARENTS!
+ September 29, 2008 & October 20, 200B )
DONOT MI SS THH

¢ 6:45a.m. .
GREAT TEXAS PICKUP!

¢+ Community Room at NSHS
Stop by on your way to work!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 .
51 7P.M. .
NSHS Cafeteria

UALYUA LY
datpiedlc up your stfude
Progress Report.

PARENT CONNECT

Parents may monitor tigs
chil dos
dance by going online to |
ister at www.cfbparent.arg .
Confirmation will take about two weeks.| User

registration information for parent must tIe MEET THE TEACHERS!

picked up by parent IN PERSON at NSHS,IMain

Office. — s . " m— o —
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DONATE YOUR OLD GLASSES

In partnership with the Carrollton Eve-
ning Lions Club, the Family and Con-
sumer Sciences Career Preparation
classes of Newman Smith will take

J S donations of old prescription glasses
or fAreaderso in order t
for others in visual need. You may donate glasses
by leaving them in the drop box located in the Main
Office of Newman Smith.

<
4

Martha Dodson

D .r ef ur b itskaatx@ixdr.core cyc | e
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The next Trojan
A7E/

Tribune deadline is

OCTOBER 23, 2008

Please submit your articles via email

Karen Allen,
20082009 Trojan Newsletter Editor
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Educational Foundation
Carrollton - Farmers Branch ISD

Save the Date!
Thursday, November 13, 2008

7:30 a.m.
Hilton Garden Inn,B85 and SH121, Lewisvi

e

A Morning for Children
Breakfast

Help us Celebrate Education!

For more information call 98686544 or email *
Director@cfbisdEducationalFoundation.orgs
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The NSHS Family and Consumer
Sciences department is in great
need of your recycled magazines.
We need magazines appropriate for
use in our Interior Design, Apparel,
Management, Child Development,
Parenting, and Nutrition and Food
Sciences courses. Donations can
be delivered to the main office.
contributions would be greatly ap-

preciated.
TR
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Mary Funk
Career & Technical
Ed. Dept. Manager
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NSHS Robotics

The Smith Robotics team traveled to Nor-
man Oklahoma this past July to attend the
Global Conference on Educational Robot-
ics. The students attended breakout ses-
sions, watched demonstrations, and listened to speakers.

In addition to attending all the activities, four students pre-

sent research papers. Brian Mahoney and Jon Malouf pre-

sented a paper titled AHow
Campo. Neer aj Bhatia and
search paper titled ASpace

While at the conference, the students also competed in the
Botball Robotic Competition. Forty teams from the U.S.
and five teams from overseas competed in the two day
competition. The NSHS team did an outstanding job by
placing 7" overall. The conference was attended by Brian
Mahoney, Jon Malouf, Nathanial Lawrence, Alethea Atkins,
Steven Schrag, Ryan Landrum, Neeraj Bhatia and lan
Poorman.

NSHS-8hare News

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT
NSHS?
) B

Let's Stay In Contact

Sign up for "NSHS e-Share News"

This email newsletter is sent twice a month. The
NSHS e Share News includes upto-date school
information to help you be " in the know" on
school activities, district news. sports, PTSA, fine
arts, awards and accolades.

Simply subscribe to: chbogart@airmail.net
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Reflections is a national PTA/PTSA program for the creative arts including Literature,
Music, Photography, Visual Arts, Dance Choreography and Film/Video Production.

Entries are judged at the local school level with winners progressing on to Council, District, and State
levels of judging. Entries can be created at home or as part of classroom assignments.

This yearés theme i sé.
0 WOWo
Packets with specific guidelines and entry forms will be available through Stephanie Herpin, the PTSA Reflections Chair-
person. Please call Mrs. Herpin at 972-416-8378 or email her at sherpin@verizon.net for additional information.




